What do school do to
support my child?

Phase 1
During Nursery, your child accesses
Phase 1 of Letters and Sounds. This
phase concentrates on developing
children’s speaking and listening skills
and lays the foundations for the phonic
work which starts in Phase 2.

Phase 2 & 3
In  Reception, your child will be
introduced to all the letters of the
alphabet and the sounds they make.
They are also introduced to grouped
letters that make one sound (b-oa-t).

Phase 4 & 5
In year 1, your child is taught that
some letters make an alternative sound
(town, blow) and that some sounds
have an alternative spelling (d-r-ea-m,
f-ee-t).
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What does the test look like?

-There are 40 words in the check.

-There are both real words and

pseudo-words.

-An alien character shows the

children it is a pseudo-word.

-Children have had lots of practice

with similar checks.
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Phonics

Screening
Check

Information for parents

and carers



What is the Phonics

Screening Check?

The Phonics Screening Check is a National
test for children in Year 1. Children take it
during June of Year 1, in a one-to-one

setting with a teacher.

The Phonics Screening Check tests
children’s skills at word reading. This is

sometimes called decoding.

During the Phonics Screening Check,
children are asked to read (decode) 40
words. Most of these words are real words
but some are pseudo-words (made-up

words).

The test is divided into two sections and it

takes around ten minutes to complete.

Key stage 1

What does it tell me about
my child?

Children who can identify the sounds
they have been taught, and blend them
to read words, are much more likely to

become fluent readers in the future.

The use on non-words helps us establish
whether children are reading by applying
phonics or just remembering the whole
word as an image. Children need to be
able to decode using phonics so they can

read any unfamiliar word.

If your child does not meet the required
mark, this informs parents and teachers
that phonics teaching needs to continue
and that they may need additional

support.

Parents are informed of their child’s

score in the end of year reports.

Can my child fail the test?

For the last few years, a score of 32 and
above has signified that children have a

good understanding of phonics.

If your child does not meet the expected
score of 32, they will continue to be taught
phonics and will then re-sit the check in
year 2. This will be held at the same time

as the year 1 children.

If your child reaches below 35, they will
have some intervention for the sounds that
they did not know. This ensures they have

a full understanding of phonics.

If your child does not reach 32 when
resitting in year 2, phonics teaching will
continue. We will also investigate what else
is needed to help your child secure these
skills.




